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Do you have a 
job offer?

Can your employer
get one of the 

85,000 temporary 
work visas?
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for you to start?
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Imagine you want to come to the U.S.

(*If you come from a “friendly” country,  have never been convicted of a crime, 
understand the forms, and have money for a lawyer.)

1. Start at the center

2. Roll the dice to decide where to go

3. How long does it take you to become a citizen?

Becoming a citizen can be a very long and difficult process.
Whether or not you are allowed into the U.S. can feel like a roll of 

the dice. What would you do if staying in your 
country meant extreme poverty, persecution,

or death? Could you wait?

The (Complicated) Path to Citizenship

START* HERE

I am skilled.
I have a 

relative who is 
a U.S. citizen.

Do you have a 
college degree or 
specialized job?

Will your employer 
pay $10,000 in fees, 

File paperwork, Conduct
new job research?

Are you their:
Sibling or

Adult child?

I am being 
persecuted in 

my country for my:
Race, Religion,

Nationality, 
Political Opinion, 
or Social Group.

I have a 
relative who is 

a legal permanent
resident.
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Congratulations!
U.S. Citizen!
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You may try again in court. 
Are you successful?

Congratulations!
Asylum
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Greencard
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child?
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Congratulations!
Green Card

Congratulations!
Green Card
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There is no legal
path to the U.S.
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6-12 months

6-9 months
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STOP
Stay in home country 

or find another 
path to citizenship

STOP
Stay in home country 

or find another 
path to citizenship
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Stay in home country 

or find another 
path to citizenship
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Stay in home country 

or find another 
path to citizenship


